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JOURNAL OF MR. KING. 
Residence at Der el Kamer. 

Fune 13. 1824. Sunday. Hannah Domani ob- 
served te me, that he was today ata certain house, 
where several of the most respectable men in this 
place were assembled ; that the conversation turn 
ed upon me, and my dectrine; that they all said, 
“King is right;” that I had gained them ever to 
my belief; that their number would increase, till, 
by and by, all would believe as T do; and that the: 
thoaght that Aboona Saba’s belief mearly the same 
as mine, although, being Superior of the convent-, 
ne could net speak out lest he should be excoin- 
municated, 

“T was the first,” said Hannah, “ that believed. 
and now there are several; and [ think, thot al! 
will by and by believe also. The prophet Dovid 
said all the ends of the world shall remember. 
and turn ante the Lord” This is coming. fhe 
priests have not liberty to speak. 1 can speak 
inore freely. After a year or two, jou will lrav: 
many to follow you.” 

16. Inthe affernoon, went into the market place 
to call on some friends, Ou my way, aman, who 
<at on a wall near a house, bid me good evening, 
and began to ask me some qnestions ; so 1 went up 
to him op the wall, which overlooked the court of 
iis house, where several persons were present, 
and listened to our ecnversation. 

rab. Do you go to our churches to pray ? 

Mr. K. No.- 

Arab Whi ? 

Mr, K There are several reasons. [I cannot go 
where images and pictayes are worshipped. De- 
sides, it is not necessary to go into the charch eve- 
ry day, in order tapray. Cihiist said, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thon hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father, who seeth in 
secret, 

Arab, That means, shut the door of your heart. 
Why do you not go to church and be a Christian ? 

Mr. K. For the very reason that [ am a Chiris- 
tian, Tcannot go into your churches to worship. 
The second command in the law is, * Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, nor any 
likeness of any thing in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth ; 
thou shalt not bow downto them.’ This command 
of God you violate. Take away your images and 
your pictures, and pray to God as you ought, and 
l would go to your churches every Sabbath day. 
Rut I camnot bow down to a bit of wood, or stone, 





or any thing, but to him who made the heavens 
and the earth, and who ts every where present. 
He is a Spirit, and we must worship him in spirit 
and in truth. - When this conversation passed. sev- 
eral persons Caine along in the street, and s'opped 
to listen ; but the man, who began the conversa- 
tion, soon slipped away, and left me preaching to 
a company of entire strangers. 

13. Called ov the Maronite Superior, Germa- 
nos. Found Aboo Yoob with him. 

Superior. (Speaking to Aboo Yoob, with regard 
to me.) this manits my friend. he firs’ time I 
saw him, I loved him. Gotell Fathe: Paul to 
come and talk with him, 

Afier he had gone to invite Father Paul to 
come in, he returned, and [ asked him in French 
about the Patriurch’s order, and whether any 
books ha! been burned here 

“Albvo Yoob.. No; they deceived the Patriarch. 
Father Paul told me. tha there was only one word 
wrong, and that was Esa. instead ef Yesoea; and 
so the book was condemned. 

Father Paul now entered, and I said to him, 
where isthe place you mention, where it is said 
Esa,instead of Vesooa ? I should like toexamine it. 

Father Paul. O that is nothing. 

Mr. K. But I wish to see it. 

-Ibeo Yoob. You told me that that was the only 
faalt in the book. 

Father Paul. O, there are a great many things. 
It is not like the une printed at Rome, and the 
books, (naming those called Apocryphal,) are 
wanting. 

This led to a discussion with regard to the Apoc- 


ryphal books, during which four or five other’ 


priests came in to dispute. ‘There were also four 
or five of the common people, who came in to 
hear. All these sat down ina circle around me, 
so that I was hemmed in on all sides. 

The Superior at in a chair at a little distance, 
as if to judge of the contest, and said but little. 

Father Paul. When did the schism take place 
between the church of Rome and the English ? 

Mr. K. It is a little more than three hundred 
years since we left that church. 


Superior. What was the name of that king, who 


took the girl—the schism commenced with him. 

Mr. K. Henry. He was a Roman Catholic, 
lived and died such, I believe. 

Father Paul. lt is about three hundred years 
since you left the church ? 

Mr. K. It is about that time, since we left the 
errors of the church. We never left the church, 
nor the true doctrines of the church, 

Father Paul, and all the priests at once. The 
errors ef the church? The church in error? 
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-Nespects practice, but not as it respects faith. 
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Mr. K. Yes; so we believe. Solbelieve. — 

Father Paul. What isthe difference between 
you and the church? What occasioned the divi- 
tion? 

Here I entered into a detail of some of the abom- 
inable practices of the church of Rome, about the 
time of the Reformation; and on my remarking, 
the church at that time had become very ccrrupt, 
both priests and people—Father Paul and all pres- 
ent, exclaimed, the church corrupt! The church 
corrupt! Impossible! Impossible ! 

Mr. K. Not at all impossible. The Jewish 
church was formerly the true church, the church 
of God ; and yet, at the time of Christ, the priests 
and the people, almost the whole of them, had 
wandered ; were in error, andin sin. And so it 
was with the church, three hundred years ago. 

Father Paul. But the Christian church cannot 
wander, for Christ said, “I am with you alway.” 

Mr. K. Yes, but St. Paul says, that in the last 
time shall come in errors ; many departing from 
the faith, giving heed to the doctrines of devils :— 

Father Paul. Yes, yes, that is very true. 

Mr. K. continued—forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God 
hath created, to be received with thanksgiving. 

This word, amopg so many priests and monks, 
was like fire to powder, and there was at once an 
explosion from the whole. 

So great was the noise, that, for some time, I 
could not speak. . 

At length, Father Paul’s voice was heard above 
the rest, saying, There is no such thing in the Bi- 
ble. -What you have reference to, is a passage 
about keeping holy days. 

Mr. K. I mean what I said. It is the word of 
God. Itis in St. Paul’s Epistle to Timothy. 

Father Paul. There is no such passage. What 

ou have reference to, is about keeping holy days. 

Mr. K. Are you a priest, and do not know your 
Bible better than this? Bring me your Bible, and 
I will show you the passage. 

Father Paul. There is no such passage. 

Mr. K.. Bring me your Bible, and I will show it 
to you. 

All now became very noisy, every one wished 
to speak to me at the same time; so I said very 
gently, Brethren listen. At this ail were silent, 
and I proceeded, You asked me about the cause 
of the division between the English church and 
the Romish. I undertook to tell you. I cannot 
talk with you all at once. I will talk with one at 
atime. Jam a man, and ye are men. I seek 
salvation. J do wot wish to go to hell ; neither do 
you wishto go there. Let us talk cally. 

Father Paul said the church could not wander. 
I quoted the passage to shew, that the church 
could, and would wander. At the time I mention- 
ed, the church was in great errors; had become 
very corrupt. Those good men, who perceived 
the errors, boldly spake against them, and a per- 
secution soon arose, and multitudes were doomed 
to the flames. But the more they persecuted, the 
more they increased. 

Father Paul. Who persecuted them ? 

Mr. K. The Pope—the Roman Catholic 
Charch ; and multitudes laid down their lives for 
the word of God. 

Father Paul. The Pope might be in error, as it 
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Mr. K. One Pope denied that Jesus Chris¢ 
was God—was not that an erBr ? 

Father Paul. It is impossible. He could not 
have been a Pope. He might have done it throug): 
fear. - 

Mr. K. No. It was not from fear. That the 
Pope can err, there is no doubt. Peter himself 
erred. 

Priests. Peter! Peter! Peter ? 

Mr. K. Yes, Peter, sometime after he denied 
Christ ; and Paul reproved him before all his dis- 
ciples. ‘ 

Father Paul. There is no suchthing. He de- 
nied Christ, but then that was not an error; he 
simply denied with his mouth, and not with his 
heart. 

Mr. K. You must be a Jesuit. Do you affirm, 
that it is no error for a man to say with his mouth 
one thing, and with his heart another ? 

Soon after this, notice was given to the priests, 
that it was time for prayers, and all arose to go 
away. . ‘ 

Father Paul. 1 must go to prayers. I hope 
God wil] guide you, and enlighten your mind, and 
bring you to the truth, 

Mr. K. You are going to prayers. Pray to God 
alone—to God the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, one God; and may the Lord have 
mercy on your soul, 


Journey to Damascus. 


24. At7 P.M. set out from Der-el Kamer for 
Damascus, in company with Messrs. Fisk and 
Cook. After six hours and a half ride, we arri- 
ved at the summit of Mount Lebanon, and imme- 
diately began to descend towards the east, into the 
beautiful plain of Ceelo-Syria, which here opened 
to our view. The descent is in general very 
steep, thuugh we rode down the greater pat of the 
way without much difficulty. 

In two hours, we reached the foot of the moun- 
tain, and began to cross the plain of Bekaa, whic! 
is here quite narrow. 

After an hour’s ride on this plain, we came to 
the river Lietani. - This we crossed by a bridge, 
near which isa Khan, called Khan Gib Geneen. 
It is about half an hour’s distance from a little vil- 
lage of the same name, and is now kept by a 
Christian from Der el Kamer. Here we conclu- 
ded to spend the night. But as our good host in- 
formed us, that there was so much vermin in the 
Khan, that we should not be able to get much rest 
in it, we took lodgings in a little booth, made of 
bushes, with the leaves on, which he fitted up on 
the banks of the river, and which admitted the air 
from every quarter. In this we spread our beds 
on the ground, and called for supper. With much 
difficulty, after waiting a long time, we procured a 
little milk and leban, to eat with the bread, and 
meat, and onions, which we had brought with us 
from Der e! Kamer. 

25. Set outon our journey at about 5 o’clock. 
In half an hour passed the village of Gib Geven 
on ourright. Here are several families of Chris- 
tians. To ope man, whom | met in the way, I 
gave a copy of the book of Genesis. In one hour 
more, we came to the foot of Anti-Libanus. After 
ascending about half an hour, we came in sight of 
a plain, into which we descended, and pursued our 
way in it fot nearly anhour. Then rising a little, 
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we came near to a small village, called Aity Fook- 
has, where coarse earthen ware is manufactured. 

At Deemas we found lodgings in the house of a 
Mussulmau, where we were furnished-with plenty 
of leban, nuilk, and bread, which was baked with 
the dung of sheep and goats, 

26. Left Deemas at a quarter before three in 
the morning, and at seven we came in sight of the 

reat city of Damascus, which, together with the 
whole country around it, was covered with a kind 
of smoke, or thin mist, which reminded me of the 
country round the Dead Sea. 

It is situated in a large plain, and round about, 
at same distance, are several considerable villages. 
We entered the plain at eight o’clock, at which 
time the sun poured down on us with intense heat. 
The air was filled with locusts, which, at a little 
distance, appeared like large flakes of snow carri- 
ed aleng rapidly by the wind, 

In this plain, which is covered with gardens of 
chesnut-trees, olive-trees, fig-trees, apricots and 
vines, we rode for about an hour, when we came 
Lo the gate of the city. 

Here Messrs. Fisk and Cook, dismounted, and 
entered on foot, as we had been told that no 
Christian is allowed to ride within the city. I 
however determined not to disiount, till I should 
be ordered sv to do, and a¢gcording|ly rode in. 

After proceeding twenty or thirty rods, an ariwn- 
ed Turk came up and demanded of one of our 
Macaries, who was a Christian, whether [ was a 
Moslem or a Christian, The Macaii did not give 
fim any direct answer, and he demanded again. 
The Macari replied, “ He is a Frank.” 

U pen this the Turk ordered me to dismount. 

“Why?” said L. * Disinount; dismount ;” said 
the Turk. “Lam an Englishman,” saidI.* “| 
have a firman from the Grand Signor, which 
gives me liberty to pass where I please, and forbids 
any one from hindering me, or molesting me.” 

“ Pismount ; dismount ;” said the Turk 

& What an, Englishman dismount ?” replied I. 

* No matter who he is,” said the Turk “he must 
dismount.” 

Seeing that what I said availed nothing, I dis- 
mounted. 

Tie French Consul, who lately come from 
Bagdad, the Turks pulled off from his beast, cut 
off his sword from his side, and struck hiin several 
times. 


Residence at Damascus. 


July 10. We rode out to a mountain, called 
Kaisoon, and also Salaheeah, which lies along 
north and north-west of Damascus, about one 
hour’s distance. Going a little way up the moun 
tain, we took our station a little below the place 
where, it has been said Mahommed took his, when 
he viewed the city, and was so enchanted, that he 
would not enter it, saying, that there was but one 
heaven for man, and he was determined not to 
have his upon earth. 

The scenery is indeed beautiful, but, at the dis- 
tance from which I viewed it, did not appear to 
- so enchanting, as it did to the Mussulman pro 
phet. 

You see a great city thickly set with houses of 
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* Mr. K. uses the term “ Englishman,” in the sense in. 


which it is undeistood throughout Syria, to mean, that 
he is under English protection. 


Seneca Mission. 
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a whitish appearance, which have very little to 
distinguish them from each other. The minarets, 
of which there imay be seventy, or eighty, with 
here and there a tall cypress rising above the 
houses, are the only things which break in upon 
the uniformity. This whitish city you see in the 
midst of a large wood, about fifty miles in circum- 
ference, with little variety, except what arises from 
ihe dark green of the chesnuts, and the dark, 
mouruful appearance of the olives and poplars. 

In the skirts of the wood, is to be seen here and 
there a little village, with a mosque. This wood, 
which actually consists of an immense number of 
gardens and orchards, lies in a great plain, having 
on the south. by-west, a hill, or rather a chain of 
little hills, which | suppose skirt the northern part 
of the Hauman. 

On the north-west, north, and north-east, 
stretches along the hill of Salaheeah, which, I 
suppose, forms a part of the eastern range of Anti- 
Libanus. 

On the south-east, and east, you see, at a great 
distance, rising in the. horizon, a chain of hills, or 
mountains, which, [ suppose, divide this Mahom- 
medan Paradise from the hot regions of the De- 
sert. These mountains are not seen very distinet- 
ly, on account of the clouds, mist, and smoke, 
whieh seem to cover thei. 

According to the best information we could 
get, Damascus contains about one hundred and 
fifty thousand souls, about ten thousand of whom 
are Christiaus. 

The Christians are divided nearly as follows: 
Greeks, three thousand; Greek Catholics, six 
thousand ; Maronites, one hundred ; Syrians, Ar- 
menians, and Catholic Armenians; nine hundred. 
Of Jews, there are about four hundred houses, 
and three thousand souls. This is the estimate of 
Joseph Davies, the great Khakham. 


SENECA MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from the Superintendent of the 
Seneca Mission to the Editor of the Western 
Recorder. 

It is already pretty generally known throughout 
the community, that there is a Mission Family 
located among the Indians in the neighbourhood 
of Buffalo, called the Seneca mission. It is also 
well known that this mission as well as others of 
a similar kind, in different parts of the country, 
has had to contend with difficulties and embar- 
rassments and for nearly the same reasons ; and 
that quite recently, the mission family located 
here for the benevolent purpose of instructing the 
natives in the religion of the Bible, and the arts of 
civilized man, had been compelled under sanction 
of law, to abandon the station for a season. 

This event, so apparently disastrous, has turned 
out we fully believe to the furtherance of the gos- 
pel among these poor Indians. God in his won- 
der-working providence, kas again caused the 
“wrath of man to praise him.” “ Why did the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing. 
—The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers took counsel together against the Lord and 
against his anointed, saying, let us break their 
bonds in sunder, and cast away their cords from 
us.” 

The law under colour of which the mission was 
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der circumstances, which lead us to believe that 
the mission is more permanently established than 
at any time previous Oo the re organization of 
the family, we find the school, which at the rup- 
ture consisted of about 80 children, has been aug- 
mented to 45—we find that the chiefs and parents 
are fuliy alive to the objects of the mission—we 
find them disposed to accede with cheerfulness to 
all our measures intended for the instruction of 
themselves and children. In addition to this the 
parents, ata single suggestion of the missionary, 
have contributed very considerably of their sub 

stance, for the support of the school. Produce of 
almost every kind, and excellent quality, have 
been brought gratuitously to our hands, and will 
he turned to good account. The Sabbath of the 
lord, is generally and we believe strictly observ 

ed by that portion of the tribe, usually styled the 
“Christian party ;” our worshipping assembly, 
now considerably increased, exhibits to the passine 
stranger the appearance of solemnity, order, clean 

liness and respect for the religion of Christ. The 
countenances and manners of some, indicate a 
seriousness of mind, which to us is very gratifying ; 
while the prayers and tears of others in connexion 
with our infant mission church, lead us to indulge 


the hope of charity, that they have been tanght of 


God ; on the whole, we are disposed to think, that 
the “ Lord has done much for us, whereof we are 


glad.” Yours, 
T. S. HARRIS. 





FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPIHI. 


SKETCH OF THE REVIVAL IN BOS. 
TON IN 1823. 





In the month of May 1822, a number of Congre- 
gational ministers who had assembled in Boston 
to attend the Annual Convention, agreed to make 
it a subject of special prayer that God would re 
vive rehgion here in its purity, and to recommend 
the same to their respective churches. Not long 
afterwards, a Union Prayer Meeting was establish- 
ed by christians of the Congregationalist and Bap- 
tist denominations in Boston, to be holden once a 
week,-at the Old South, and First Baptist Vestries 
alternately, for the purpose of supplicating the 
same wnspeakable biessing. 

In the course of the summer following, man; 


earnest petitions were presented at the throne of 


mercy— many faithful exhibitions of the truth were 
made, both by clergymen of the city, and stran- 
gers—but nothing Tike a general movement was 
‘visit.le, and the few whose spirits were quickened, 
could ouly cry, “Q Lord, how long !” 

‘In the early part of autamn, a meeting was es- 
tablished on Saturday evenings, in private houses, 
by members of Park Street Society ; and suon the 
hearts of Christians were made glad by witnessing 
such an increase of numbers, that large rooms be- 


‘came necessary for their accomimodation—then 


double rooms—and ere long, even these being in- 


sufficient, the meeting was divide and a part as- 


sembled in another place. After this it was trans- 
ferred yo Park Sweet Vestry, which becoming 
crowded with attendants, the professors of religion 

tpaliy withdrew, and held separate meetings 
for atthe same hour. This was in January 
1428,,end it was now manifest, that the Holy Spir- 
it Was operating upon the minds of many in the 


Sketch of the Revival in Boston in 1823. 
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congregation. The-drooping head and trickling 
tear began to take the place of former indiiference 


—the church was awakened to more and more. 


spirituality—and strong hopes were entertained 
that God in very deed was about to bless his people, 
and build ap Zion. 

The first cases of deep conviction which occur- 
red, were three daughters of a sister in the church, 
whose attention had been arrested by the direct 
and earnest conversation of a Christian friend.— 
They soon entertained a hope of an interest in 
Christ. 

About this time a special meeting of brethren 
was held, “to confess treir sins one to another, 
and pray one for another.” Each member succes- 
sively expressed his sense of past unfaithfulness, 
ingratitude and neglect of duty ;—much contrition 
was apparent, and fervent prayers for furgiveness 
asceuded to Him who has promised to forgive 
those who confess and forsake their sins. It was 
a season which will never be forgotien. 

Inthe mean while an unusual seriousness had 
commenced, iad the nuinber of inquirers had con- 
siderably increased, in the Old South, and Essex 
Street Societies in this city, aud the Rev. Mr. 
Fay’s congregation in Charlestown. About this 
time ce:tain members of Park Sireet Church, at- 
tended by invitation, church meetings of the Old 
South, and Union Churehes, in Boston, and of the 
First Church in Charlestown, and gave a particu- 
lar account of the state of things inthe charch and 
congregation to which they belonged, and of the 
measures they had adopted to promote the good 
work which had so auspiciously commenced among 
them. This measure was followed by happy con- 
sequences, Each of the churches mentioned, 
frown this period held a prayer meeting for the spe- 
cial purpose of supplicating more plentiful effu- 
sions of the Holy Spirit, en the evening of its usu- 
al lecture at the Vestry, and were speedily strength- 
ened and encoveiged by unequivocal evidence 
that God heared and was answering their prayers, 

The !nquiry Meetings io the several congrega- 
tions, which at first had been held at private hou- 
ses, IN Consequence of increasing numbers removy- 
ed to larger apartmeuts, that of Park Street con- 
gregation to the Academy Hall in Bromfield Lane, 
and the other Societies to their respective Vestries. 
[n the month of May, the Inquiry Meetings of the 
three congregations in Boston were united, and a 
large public Hall procured for their accommoda- 
tion. Here were seen at one time, between S00 
and 400 inquirers, many of them borne down un- 
der asense of their sins and desert of eternal mise- 
ry. On these occasions, it was usul to converse 
“ith them individually, as well as to address them 
collectively, relative to the things which concern- 
ed their everlasting peace. Ministers found it ne- 
cessary to call upon laymen to assist in these con- 
versations, that thus the meetings might pot be 
protracted to an unseasonable hour. 

Sevcial clergymen from abroad were at differ- 
eat times invited to take a part in the work—among 
whom maybe mentioned Rey. Dis. Payson, Bee- 
cher. Hacuphrey, and Taylor. 

Bible Classes.—The influence of these institu- 
(fons was most favorable; and to many, wichout 
doubt, they have proved an occasion of rejoicing 
nevertoend. Among the special means employ- 
ed during the Revival, were— 

Public Lectures, on Sabbath and ether evenings. 
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The houses of worship were, on these occasions, 
crowded with solemn and interested hearers; while 
the truth of God’s word was exhibited in all its 
clearness and power, 

A weekly meeting in the evening for Male 
Adults, and in the afternoon for F emule Adulte,— 
invited to attend at private houses by particular 
request,— where they were addressed by one of the 
pastors, or other clergymen, in such a manner 
as wht most likely to produce a beneficial 
effect 

A sysietn of Meizhborhocd Meet fing’s, held iu 

each Society at private houses during ihe day, of 
about an our in length, and as many as could he 
conveniently attended by a clergyman. 

District Micetings were estalstisired at_10 or 12 
different places in the city, anc continued, oi 
Wednesday evenings, though the winter and! 
spring. 


They were conductcd by lay breihre: 
of the three churches, and were designed to arresi 
the attention of various classes of people and in. 
fiuence them to attend the public Lectures. 

During the spring and summei, Prayer Meet- 
igs were held in the three Vestries, every morning 
except Sunday, at 5 o’clock. Caie was taken 
that the exercises should be short, aud confined as 
much as possible to the paiticular object of the 
meeting. 

Rooms in central situations were designated, to 
which Christians night retire for prayer in busi 
ness hours, and thus preserve their minds frow be 
coming engrossed with the cares of the world.— 
One would go to the place appointed and offer his 
prayer, even though no other person should be 
present. Others would succeed hini—and then 
others—and thas endeavor to have * prayer with- 
out ceasing,” for a continuance of the blessing. 

Days were also set apart by the churches for 
Fasting and Prayer, which vended greatly to dif 
fuse and enliven the spirit of the Revival. 

Many remarkable instances of the operations of 
the Holy Spirit might here be recorded—a few on- 
ly of which must suffice: 

Five brethren of the church retired one day, at 
noon, to spend an hour in prayer for their respec- 
tive families. One of them left his wife, in the 
morning, under deep conviction. When he return 
ed to dine, after this seasen of supplication, he 
found her distress was gone! He feared she had 
grieved the Holy Spirit, and lost her convictions: 
but, as it proved, she had found peace in believing, 
t the same hour in which the five brethren were 
waiting at the throne of grace. Another of the 
five brethren had a son, a daughter, two nieces, 
and another reiative in his family, hopefully con- 
verted. ‘The son was in a distant state, deprived 
of the public means of grace ; yet the eternal Spir- 
it, who is in every place, was pleased to regard 
him i in mercy, and lead him to the fountain of life. 
When impressed with a sense of his lost condition, 
and anxious to seek the guidance of some faithtul 
minister of Christ, he was obliged to ride the dis- 
tance of 30 miles, before one could be found.— 
The means which God saw fit to use for lis con 
version, was the death of a fiiend. Being a grad 
uate at one of our colleges, he has since gone 
through a course of theological education, and is 
now a minister of the gospel. Another of the 
five brethren was permitted to behold a saving 
change wrought in the mind of a niece, and also 
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wife had long been ina state of darkness and 
doubt, was su happy as to see her difficulties van- 
ish, and her name annexed to the covenant of the 
Church. 

A brother whose wife was under deep impres- 
sions of religion, invited a few Christians while 
she was at an Inquiry meeting, to repair to his 
house and pray for the salvation of her soul. They 
id so—and when she returned from the meeting, 
slic was rejoicing in God. 

Another was employed in a family with several 
ciher workmen who were violent opposers of reli- 
gion, and evea profane scoffers. His tials were 
great,—-he could do nothing but pray for his perse- 
cutors,—and that, blessed be God, he did not do 
invain. One Friday night, in the evening of 
which he had suffered a severe trial of his patience, 
he was awoke by the crying and groaning of two 
of them 3;—hbe hastened to their relief, and found 
them under the most powerful convictions of sin. 
He conversed and prayed with them a great part 
of the night pot yet spent, and in the morning 
made the circumstance known to a brother resi- 
ding in the next house. By him he was advised 
10 take them tothe Vestry meeting in the evening, 
and was also desired to request then) te visit bim on 
the morning following, which was the Sabbath. 
Thev came—and never did two men res i wore 
like condenmed criminals than they. clergy- 
man happening to be present, they were ¢ ounsel- 
led, and commended to God in prayer. They af 
lerwards attended the inquiry meeting, and ulti 
mately obtained hope of pardon, 

Though 1 pleased God, in most cases, to make 
use of the preached word as the means of couvic- 
tion, yet the manner in which several were led se- 
riously to attend to the concerns oF their souls, was 
peculiar and worthy of notice.—A lady who had 
always heard Unitarian preaching, requested her 
minister to pray for her mother who was danger- 
ously sick, and whom he had called to visit. In 
the course of his prayer, he asked that “her sins 
might be forgiven.” The idea that her mother 
was a sinner, seenied perfectly new to her, and was 
followed by the reflection, “ How much greater a 
sinner am 1!” The most pungent convictions 
succeeded; till suddenly she beheld Christ as her 
risen and exalted Saviour. After the prayer, ber 
joyful expressions of praise, confidence and love, 
were such as to astonish the minister; and fled him 
to think her deranged, and to request that she 
might be taken care Prof. She however assured him 
that she was not de anged, but only saw things in 
anew light: every thing seemed to praise God, 
and she wished to tell every person ske met, what 
a Saviour she had found, The Scriptures appear- 
ed for the first time, full of meaning and beau ty. 
She was as yet acquainted with no other’ pre ach- 
ing, than Unitarian, and continued to hear it sev- 
eral months: but it did not satisfy ber. She at 
length met with Newton’s works ; and wasso pleas- 
ed with them, that she said if she could onty find a 
minister who preached like Newton, she would go 
alinost any distance to hear him. A friend one 
day invited ber to attend at Park Street—she did 
so, and here found the preaching which she hed so 
long desiied, antl Was al length united with that 
chuich 

A man about 30 years of age, was alait. cd one 
night by a tervificdreamt. ‘The final conflagra ron 





of a cousin, in his family ;—and another, whose 


of all things seemed present to his Uneginauion 
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The scene convinced him that his former senti- 


served in the admission of members to the church- 


ments concerping universal salvation were wholly }es, may have prevented some from making a pub- 


erroneous,—that he was not prepared to die,—that 
he was a great sinner, and must assuredly perish 
without an interest in Christ. He attended the va- 
rious meeting, and after a season of deep distress, 
found peace in believing in Jesus. 

A young woman was walking ina grave-yard, 
carelessly with another. A tomb was open, and 
they entered. She raised the lid of a coffin,— 
when, vwpon seeing the corpse, the thought struck 
her, “ What! must I be like this? How soon ? 
Where will my soul be then? I am not prepared 
to die—what shall Ido?” This was the begin- 
ning of a workin her heart, that resulted in her 
joy fal acceptance of Christ as her Saviour, and the 
public profession of her faith. 

A youth of 18 received a letter from a friend in 
Maine, saying, “I have heard thereis a revival of 
religion in Boston. Now, my friend, is the time 
for you to secure the salvation of your soul. Let 
me intreat you to go to meeting where the revival 
is—you may have occasion to rejoice forever if you 
do.” He followed this faithful advice, and was 
made a hopeful subject of divine grace. 

Although different means were biessed to differ- 
ent individuals, yet they all drank into the same 
spirit. Jarring opinions had before taken posses- 
sion of their minds—but now they all cherished a 
belief, as it were spontaneously, in the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the gospel, viz. total depravity, 
the sovereignty of God, the deity. of Christ and en 
tire reliance upon him for salvation, the necessity 
of regeneration to acceptance with God, and de- 
pendence on the Holy Spirit for this great change, 
as well as for growth in grace and final persever- 
ance. 

In many instances, deep searchings of heart 
were experienced by professing Christians. Que 
only can be mentioned. A brother in one of the 
ehurches had it strongly impressed upon his mind, 
that he had not been sufficiently faithful in impar 
ting religious instruction to his children. He call 
ed his family together, confessed to them his neg- 
lect of this duty, and with tears besought thei to 
forgive him, and to seek without delay, the things 
that concerned their everlasting peace. He soon 
after had the satisfaction of seeing a daughter 
among the hopeful subjects of divine grace, and 
seated with him at the Lord’s table. 

About mid-summer, 1823, it was seen with deep 
regret, that the revival was on the decline. La- 
borers were with more difficulty obtained—meet- 
ings became gradually Jess frequented,—some of 
them were discontinued because clergymen could 
not be found to conduct them—christians seemed 
to be losing their earnestness in prayer, their zeal 
im Jabor, and their interest in the salvation of souls 
—uritil, perhaps in the middle of autumn, the 
work could only be spoken of, as “ the late revi- 
val.’ 

The additions made to the four churches from 
June 1823, to May 1, 1824, as chiefly the fruits of 
this revival, were 


Park Street, in Boston, 120 
Old South, do, 101 
Doion Church, do. 62 
Mr. Fay’s Church, in Charlestown, 65 

Total, 848 





The unusual caution and delay whieh were ob- 


lic profession, who will be found at the last day te 
have been sharers in the work ;—but it has also 
had_the effect, it may be hoped, of excluding oth- 
ers whose iinpressions were only temporary, and 
not founded in a real change of heart. But one 
case of discipline, among all the persons admitted, 
has come to our knowledge; of the others it may 
be said, that in general, they have walked consis- 
tently with their high profession. 





FROM THE FAMILY VISITOR, 


THE TEACHER IN THE SABBATH SCHOOL, 





I was invited on a fine morning, by a lady, to go 
with her to a Sunday School of which she was a 
manager; and, not having a place of worship to 
attend, I consented, for | was desirous of seeing in 
what manner religious instruction—the avowed 
object—was offered to the children.» On this sub- 
ject I had rather peculiar opinions, and bad so of- 
ten been disappointed in my visits of the same na- 
ture, that, although | had great confidence in my 
friend’s good sense and piety, I feared, lest again I 
should find that the instruction consisted in hear- 
ing a hymn, the catechism repeated, and a few 
chapters im the Testament read—not explained. 

I was pleased on my arrival at the School by the 
general appearance of the scholars. They were 
all decent and neat. The winls received their 
teachers with a courtesy, aud the boys respectfully 
took off their hats. This was a good sign. Tam 
always inclined to think ‘well of children, who are 
civil and bumble in their manvers. An il bred 
child can never be an amiable one. T[ was still 
more pleased by the respect and seriousne.s, with 
which they listened to, and participated in, the 
hymn, chapter, and prayer, with which the presi- 
ding manager opened school. Each teacher stood 
at the bead of the class assigned her, to observe 
order, and T, of course, took my station by the side 
of my friend, whose lot was the first class of boys, 
It wasa regulation that each child should cominit 
to memory the text of some ove of his tickets, and 
that he should repeat it as soon as school opened. 
A boy apparently of 11 years of age, whose coun- 
tenance bespoke good sense, but. whose manner 
was so careless and indifferent, as to convince me, 
that his heart was not in his lessou, approached the 
lady, and handing his blue'ticket, hurried over the 
solemn charge, * Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.” Edward, said his teacher, 
what do you mean, by “remembering your Crea- 
tor?” He looked astonished at the question, and 
for a moment did not answer, what seemed to him 
avery simple one, At length he replied, I mean 
that le not forget there is a God. And what 
benefit will it be to you, just to remember that 
there ts a God? Having once known, ’tis impos- 
sible, Edward, you could forget that, unless your 
memory was destroyed. You could not see the 
bright sun shining in the heavens, you could not 
hear the rolling thnder, without recollecting from 
whom cometh sunshine and rain. Is there noth- 
ing more meant by this command, do you think ? 
He was silent. Theclass drew neacer, and so did 
I, for this was “instruction.” Edward, said the 
lady, if your father, who is, I know, akind and ten- 
der one, were to send vou to school in q distant 
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country, where he knew you would meet with ma- 
vy wicked children, and that by consenting to do 
as they did, you would compel him, when you re- 
turned, to forbid you his house where good and 
obedient children only were permitted to enter ; 
and if, in order to save you from so dreadful a fate, 
he were to give you a set of rules and strict com 

mandments, and were to say to you, “ My son, itis 
only by following these, that you can escape great 
misery, and shew your love, and gratitude to me, 
while you are gone, then remember your father,” 
what would he mean by that charge? That I 
should remember all he had said to me and keen 
his commands, said the boy. And if you forgol 
them, or what is the same thing, if you neg/ected 
them, and did the very things he had forbidden, 
and kept company with those wicked children, 
who despised his laws and every day insulted hiin 
hy word or deed, could you blame your father, it, 
when you returned, he refused to let you enter his 
house, where all was innocence and peace ani ohe- 
dience ?—No, madain, said the child, whose seri- 
ous countenance and manner, shewed that he be- 
gan to comprehend her meaning, and whose down 

cast eyes and crimson cheek, made me suspect 
that he had a kind father at home, whose com- 
mands, he had foo often disobeyed. Look at this 
Bible, iny children, and listen attentively to me, 
said the teacher. You are all sent into this world 
as into a school, where vou are to be educated for 
another and a better one. God is your Father.— 
He has placed you here, and to save you from the 
snares of the Devil and wicked men, he has given 
you his laws, and shewn yon your duty in this 
book—holding up the Bible. If you follow his 
commands in this life, he will receive you when 
you die into his glorious heavens. If you despise 
or lorget them, he will forbid you to enter, because 
you will not be fit to keep company with angels 
and good men, knowing however, that if you do 
not accustom yourself to obey him, while you are 
children, it will be very difficult for you to bring 
your hearts to submit to hims when you are old. 
He has mercifully charged you “to remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth.” Now 
tell me, Edward, what you think “ remembering 
your Creato;” means? That I should keep his 
commandments, said the child immediately, for 
now he perfectly understood her. You said you 
could not blame your earthly father for punishing 
your disobedience. Consider but for a moment 
that ’tis God who gives you life, and slrength, and 
friends, and food, and raiment, and who, instead 
of letting you perish like the beasts of the field, has 
promised, if you wil! only endeavor to understand 
and keep “his will” while you are here, that when 
you die, you shall enter intoa world of glory. If 
you forget him, or what is the same thing, if you 
despise and neglect his commandments, if you 
choose to follow the path of sinners, to swear, to 
lie, to profane his Sabbath, or commit any other 
wickedness, what can you say, if at the last day, 
the great day of judgment, you should hear the aw- 
ful sentence pronounced ? (open your Testainent, 
Edward, and read the 41st verse of the 25th chap- 
ter of St. Matthew.) He read, “ Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 


devil and his angels.” 


I saw tears standing in the eyes of the thought- 
less boy, whom she had particularly addressed, and 
the children looked in silence at their teacher, as if 
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' door of heaven. 


every countenance serious. 
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waiting to hear from her, how they should escape 


so terrible asentence. My dear children, said the 
lady, in a gentle, but solemn tone, what I have en- 
deavored to explain to you, is a sacred truth, which 
you cannot too soon begin to imprint upon your 
souls. Some of you have become scholars because 
your parents desired it, others from curiosity and 
idJeness, and because you do not know what to do 
with yourselves on Sunday. I trust that some 
have entered the school with a better spirit and 
from a nobler motive, the desire to learn their duty 
towards God and towards man. You must believe 
me, when I say, that your teachers invite you only 
for your own sakes. Instead therefore of consid- 
ering it a task to come here, you should consider it 
u great privilege ; for if you endeavor faithfully to 
remember and practise the lessons we set before 
vow, this little school may be, to each of you the 
Having “ remembered your Cre- 
ator in the days of your youth,” he will never for- 
get you. In this world he will be your support and 
vour refuge, and when you stand, ag we all shall, 
vefore the judgment seat of Christ, he will wel- 
come you to his glorious home in the heavens, with 
that blessed sound, (read, Edward, the 34th verse,) 
* Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you, from the foundation of the 
world.” 

Ido not know how this little address may affect 
wy readers; but [ can assure them, it had a very 
great effect upon the children and myself. The 
former, ata motion of her hand, took their seats 
and began to jook over their lessons, but with a 
manner very different from that, which [ observed 
before they rose. Every eye wasintent onthe book, 
For my part, I con- 
gratulated myself, on having at length seen one 
teacher, who considered “ hearing lessons,” as a 
trifling part of the business. Iam alxious, said I, 
to hear your class read. We are nof ready, for 
tis our last exercise, and my boys have gone 
through none yet; but you may be interested by 
the opposite class which is just rising I see, repli- 
ed my friend. I left her, therefore, upon ber prom- 
ise of a sign when she was going to begin, and ap- 
proached the first class of girls. A young lady of 
mild and engaging manners was at its head, and 
as I listened to her gentle tone and observed the 
intelligent faces of her scholars, I promised my- 
self another proof of “woman’s skill” in reaching 
the heart. They read the 10th chapter of Luke, 
but to my great mortification, verse after verse 
was hurried over without a comment from the 
teacher. She corrected false pronunciation, but 
the proper tone, the proper emphasis, was appar- 
ently considered of no consequence. With an un- 
moved countenance she heard the most beautiful 
passages perverted into nonsense. They were 
reading—that was sufficient. Surely, said I to 
myself, when ‘tis fwsished I shall hear her explain 
much, that to these children must be unintelligible. 
Surely from the parable of the good Samaritan, 
from the characters of Martha and of Mary, I shall 
héar her draw useful and appropriate lessons, to 
inculcate on these young females on whose tender- 
ness and care, the wounded and the sick will here- 
after be thrown; and who, as heads of families, 
may, like Martha, be “ careful and troubled about 
many things” and should therefore be excited to 
the “one thing needful.” Iwas mistaken. The 
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chapter finished, she quietly distributed the ticke}s, 
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and in sorrow L was shaking my head at this ad- 
dition to my list of negligent teachers, when my 
fitend beckoned me. Her boys had just commen- 
eed the 14th chapter of John, whieh she had selec. 
ted, because it so beautifully and affectingly enfor- 
ced what she had been endeavoring to explain to 
them. But instead of permitting a scholar to bur 
ry over a verse, he was made again and again to 
repeat it, until he had caught its spirit and appear- 
ed to comprehend it. Every difficult word was 
explained quickly and with simplicity, and the at- 
tention co.stantly excited by her unexpected ques- 
tions on the subject of the chapter. 

Viy method necessariiy takes time, said she to 
me, when the disimissal-bell gave us an opportuni- 

if conversing. But I find reason every Sab- 
sth to persevere in my plan, for I see it must be 
by “line upon line, precept upon precept” that 
hese young minds can be enlightened at all. | 
aM not anxious that much should either be read 
or acquired. Tam anxious only that they should 
comprehend what I teach. After an expression 
of my cordial approbation, [ mentioned to her my 
regret and disappoin'ment while listening to the 
exercises of the opposite class. Certainly, said J, 


tha: teacher can have but a very imperfect idea of 


her duty. And yet, my friend anwered, she 
means to do good, for she is amiable and kind- 
hearted and piously disposed. You cannot sas 
religious? No! Then [ 
cause of her deficiency —she has never felt the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin. She knows not its de- 
ceitfulness or she would never be satisfied with 
guarding these young creatures from its tempta- 
tions by making them repeat a catechism or a 
hymn, or read a few chapters in the Testament, as 
if there were magic in the mere words. I pity her 
from iny heart, if she even better tnderstands the 
sacred obligations which, L think, she has impored 
on herself by becoming a teacher of the hisher 
classes ina Sunday School. She would be very 
much astonished, said the lady, if you were to talk 
to her of sacred wbligations, For it seems in vain 
that by example and exhortation we attempt to 
draw a distinction between this and common 
schools. Our teachers, with few exceptions, act 
as if the only difference consisted in its being held 
on the Sabbath, and using the ‘Testament. ‘hey 
come to the duty as toa task or with perfect in- 
difference, and take no pains to qualify themselves 
to give instruction. Were you to ask why they 
came here, they would tell you, to teach children 
to read, to say their catechism and their prayers, 
and to keep them in church or meeting during ser. 
vice. 

And this is called religious instruction—this is. 
to enable these poor children to resist “ the world, 
the flesh, and the devil.” If I dared, I would say 
to these “ blind guides,” whatever you may choose 
to think, be assured these little creatures are tal- 
ents entrusted to you. You have freely and volun- 
tarily offered to become their religious instructors. 
Many of these children perhaps are orphans—a 
still greater number have wicked or careless and 
indifferent parents. Only reflect for a moment 
that their efernal welfare may depend on your in- 
struction, that their souls may be Jost through your 
negligence. Tis in vain that you make them 
read the life or the doctrines of their Saviour, if 
you do not explain to them that He lived for their 
example, that He died to redeem them, and that 
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those doctrines are to guide them in thought, word, 
and deed. "Tis in vain that you bid them refrain 
from sin, unless you.explain to them the office, and 
teach them to pray for the assistance of that Holy 
Spirit, who can alone sanctify and preserve them 
from it, unless you urge them to confess their sins 
and shew them the nature of true repentance. 

The Testament, the Catechism and Hymns, 
then, should be the means, not the end of your in- 
struction. Encourage your scholars to commit 
them to memory, ‘twill be a treasury from which 
in siekness and sorrow, they will hereafier draw 
with thankfulness. But beware lest they should 
mistake “the form for the power of godliness.” — 
Make them understand that the highest in elass is 
frequently the lowest in the sight of God, fora 
child may be a very smart and a very wicked one. 
That to read, sing hymns, and attend church or 
meeting, is right, and is their bouuden duty ; but 
that all this, and more, may be done without hav- 
ing a sense of religion. For if it is not the fruits 
of a contrite, humble, and thankful spirit, ’tis like 
the Pharisees of old, “to pay tithe of mint, anise, 
and cummin, and omit the weightier matters of the 
law.’ That they may he sinners without being 
“murderers,” or “thiefs,” or “false witnesses ;” 
since to indulge themsclves in anger and malice, 
pride, envy, hatred or unchasitableness, or any 
other hidden and wicked propensity. is to have 
“an onrenewed heart and spirit.” Fisally, im- 
press always on their minds the solemn faet, that 
when able to understand what sin is, they must an- 
swer to their Maker if they counnit it, and by ex- 
lubiting his love, his forbearance, his mercy or his 
terrors, induce them to watch over their, perhaps, 
still innocent hearts, or to forsake the sins iv which 
they are as yet not hardened. 

If by this faithful discharge of your duty, you are 
the means of rescuing even one soul from the 
snares of evil ex umple or ignorance, if you lead 
even one erring child into the path of tile, rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, for your Saviour himself 
hath said, “ Whosoever shall break one of these 
least commandments, and leach men se, shall be 
etled least in the kingdom of heaven ; buat whoso- 
ever shall do and leach them, the same shiall be 
ealled great in the kingdom of Heaven.” 


‘EVIDENCES OF CONVERSION. 


Of the nature of zeal in religious duty, us 
an evidence of grace. 


Some are disposed to contemplate religion as 
appertaining exclusively to the understanding, 
while others make it to consist wholly in feel- 
ing. Unquestionably the heart and understand- 
ing are both concerned in the services of reli- 
gion; and they, who would exclude the ove or 
the other, are in a mistake concerning the sub- 


ject. 


There is a great difference in mankind in 
the native ardour of their feelings. -Some are 
more ardent than others, in whatever engages 
their attention. They are carried away with 


their feelings, and are all life and ‘activity. 
Whea this trait of character is manifest in a 
course of conduct in any considerable, degree, 
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it is called zeal. As all are capable of more 
or less ardour of feeling, so all are capable of be- 
ing more or less zealous, as they become inter- 
ested in objects, or in courses of conduct. 
They who are naturally ardent, will become 
zealous in almost every thing, which they view 
as of any importance. If it be in the cause of 
religion, or in the business of the world, they 
will manifest the same trait of character. Zeal 
js that ardour of feeling and desire, which 
prompts to persevering efforts in what enga- 
ges the attention; and this depends, in a great 
measure, on the natural constitution of man. 
In itself considered, zeal is no evidence either 
in favour or against'a man’s piety. Itisa 
manifestation of the natural temperament of 
one’s feelings. Because one person has more 
zeal than another, it is no decisive evidence 
that he has more piety. ‘You see some ardent 
in their worldfy business,—they enter on it with 
all their might—are engaged, and full of life 
and energy. Incase such persons become pi- 


- ous, you will expect to behold them zealous in 


religion; and on the other hand, they who are 
Jess zealous in the things ef the world, will 
manifest less in the things of religion, and per- 
haps are as devoted in heart to the cause, as 
the other class of persons. A man’s zeal al- 
ways shews in what his feelings are engaged ; 
yet it does not always shew that his feelings 
are right. Zeal must be guided by knowledge 
to turn to any valuable account. Without 
knowledge, it is dangerous, and is unsafe to be 
relied in at all, as evidence of piety. The zeal 


of the worldly minded men in the business of | 


the world is no evidence of piety, nor would it 
be in the things of religion, so long as their 
governing motive is on the side of the world. 
The Ephesians were very zealous for the wor- 
ship of the great goddess Diana. Pagans are 
zealous in the worship of idols, at this day, and 
are ready to make great sacrilices to appease 
their anger and conciliate their favour! All 
classes of religious sectaries are zealous in 
maintaining their peculiar opinions and forms 
of worship. Atheists and Deists are zealous 
in defending the principles of their belief! But 
in these examples, who will say that zeal is ev- 
idence of Christian character? Were zeal of it- 
self evidence of piety, it would prove the ex- 
istence of piety in Jews and Infidels—in Pa- 
gans and Mahometans—in Deists and Athe- 
ists! but it must be apparent to all, that this 
cannot be the case, 


Worldly motives may have influence in lead- 


ing men to be zealous in the services of religion, 
in some connexions. They may see it to he for 
their advantage to appear on the Lord’s side, 
and for a time, manifest much zeal in main- 
taining the worship of God, even when they 
are seeking their own private advantage. — It 
is in this manner that many act, who are false- 
hearted enthusiasts. ‘They outwardly appear 
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well for a time, and wish to be commended for 
their forwarduess and readiness in religious du- 
ty. And their zeal is the principal evidence 
of piety on which they rely in maintaining the 
reputation of being Christians. Thus Jehu, who 
was employed in the Providence of God as an 
instrument in fulfilling the predictions of Eli- 
jah concerning the house of Ahab, wished to 
obtain the praise of men. This is apparent 
from his whole history, and especially from 
his invitation to Jehonadab, when: he said, 
“Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord.” 
Jehu was seeking his own glory in all his zeal 
in maintaining the worship of God; “ for he 
took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord 
God of Israel with all his heart.” 

Joash was a great reformer in Jehoida’s 
time. It is recorded of him, “that he did that 
which was right in the eyes of the Lord all the 
days of Jehoida the priest ;” but after the death 
of Jehoida, Joash’s zeal declined,—he became 
a vile wretch, and was at last put to death by 
his own servants. In many cases God has 
employed wicked men in accomplishing his 
predictions, who while thus employed have 
conducted as zealous servants of the Lord, yet 
have been at heart seeking their own private 
interests. Paul, before bis conversion, was a 
zealous Pharisee. He displayed much forti- 
tude and much fixedaess of purpose in laying 
waste the Church of God, and in persecuting 
the disciples of Jesus even unto death. His 
own account of himself shews a high degree 
of zeal in what he then thought tosbe right. “T 
was zealous towards God, as ye all ate this day, 
and IT persecuted this way unto death; and I 
verily thought with myself, | onght to do many 
things contrary fo the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth; and concerning weal, persecuting the 
Church.” At the time the apostle gave this ac- 
count of himself, he was sensible that he had 
done wrong in all his religious zeal, before his 
conversion, although he then thought he was 
serving God. [tis certain, that men may man- 
ifest zeal in a wrong as wellas in a right cause; 
and hence zeal must not be taken for piety nor 
regarded as evidence of piety. Without a 
knowledge of duty, zeal is blind,—it may be 
right—it may be wrong. It ‘requires knowl- 
edge to temper and regulate it in its opera- 
tions. They who give way to their feelings 
and passions, are in great danger of being car- 
ried into improper irregularities of conduct and 
into errors in sentiment. It is to be feared, 
that many are deceived in their religious hopes, 
by placing too great dependence on their zeal. 
They take it for granted, that they are Chris- 
tians, and that they could not be so much en- 
gaged in religious meetings, and so ready to 
talk on religious subjects, if they were not con- 
verted persons. Aji all the opposition, whic! 
they meet from the world, whether it is made 





to their own inconsigtencies or not, they con- 
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strue into persecution for righteousness sake. 
Even sober argumentation, with some zealous 
enthusiasts, is regarded as persecution. Great 
caution is to be observed in forming an esti- 
mate of a man’s piety by his zeal. The char- 
acter of his zeal is to be taken into the account; 
and if it appear to be enlightened by knowl- 
edge, and to be grounded in holiness, it may be 
marked as evidence of conversion. In nothing 
is zeal more becoming than in the cause of 
Christ. It is no matter how much zeal Chris- 
tians have, provided it be governed by knowl- 
edge. And that zeal which is governed by 
knowledge, and under the direction of pious 
feeling in the heart, will be of a consistent 
character, and it may rise higher and higher, 
and shine brighter and brighter, as men ad- 
vance in the journey of life. But they, whose 
zeal is inconstant and irregular, have reason to 
fear that their hearts are not right with God. 
If religious truth and duty have gained ascen- 
dancy in the heart, it is reasonable to suppose 
they will command our persevering eflorts. 
Men always do what they love to do, and do 
with all their might what they consider as most 
essential to their happiness. It cannot be oth- 
erwise, that real converts should manifest as 
much or more zeal in religion as they ever man- 
ifested in the things of this world. flere is a 
louder call for energy, activity, ardour, and 
perseverance, than in any worldly enterprise. 
The zeal of the child of God should outburn 
that of the worldling,—it should be as un. 
quenchable, and more stedfast and unyielding. 
The motives addressed to his mind are so 
much more weighty than those by which men 


of the world are governed, as heavenly joys 


are superior to the pleasures of sense. There 
is no room for comparison in the case. If his 
zeal ought to bear any proportion to the im- 
ortance of the interests to be secared, the 
child of God should never grow weary, or de- 
cline in his stedfastness. He knows that his 
time here is short,—that much is to be done 
in his own preparation for heaven,—that his 
conduct will affect the state of others,—that he 
belongs to a vast kingdom, the honour and 
prosperity of which depend on the zeal and 
fidelity of its subjects. In these circumstan- 
ces, who will say that the child of God ouglit 
not to be diligent and active, and persevering 
in the discharge of duty ? If any canse demand 
all the ardour and energies of the soul, it is 
this in which he is engaged ! 
EEE EEE __S 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Novemsper 19, 1825. © 











REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Letters have been received from Middlebury, Vt. sta- 
ting, that a revival had commenced in the College. Sev- 
eral of the Students were made subjects of the work, and 
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great seriousness and much anxious inquiry, pervaded the 
whole College. 


Extract of a letter from Machias, Me. dated Oct, 
17, 1825. 


A revival of religion commenced here a few 
weeks since, and is now in a very prosperous state. 
About thirty are hopeful converts, mostly youth— 
among others is a daughter of our Senior Pastor, 
who by the wav seems almost to have renewed his 
age. He preaches again to us occasionally, say, 
on Sabbath evenings, and the testimony from his 
lips seems to be very weighty,—A revival commen- 
ced in August last at Lubec: there are reckoned to 
be about 80 hopeful converts there.—Chr. Mir. 








The Treasurer of the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, received in donations, from Sept. 16th, to Oct. 20th 
inclusive, the sum of $9,143 50, besides a legacy of $10 
for the Mission College in Ceylon. 





THANKSGIVING. 

The Governor of the state of Rhode Island has appoin- 
ied Thursday, the 24th inst. as a day of public Thanks- 
giving and Prayer. When christians are assembled on 
that day, it may tend to heighten their devotions, and in- 
crease their gratitude, to remember that the same incense 
of praise is ascending, at the same time from all the wor- 
shipping assemblies in New-England, and the state of 
New-York. The design of the institution of a public 
Thanksgiving, aud the various objects which call for grat- 
itude and praise on that day, are very strikingly set forth 
in the following 


PROCLAMATION FOR THANKSGIVING BY GOVER- 
NOR PARRIS, OF MAINE. 


* When the Most Iligh divided unto the nations 
their inheritance,” and * appointed the bounds of 
their habitations,” he was pleased to reserve for 
our highly favored nation, “a good land,” on 
which his richest gifts were to be poured out in 
unexampled profusion; where civil and religious 
liberty, with all their attendant blessings, should 
fix their abode. and where, in consequence, na- 
tional prosperity and individual happiness should 
be enjoyed in a degree, which has seldom, if ever 
been equalled in any other part of the world. 

By fulfilling these purposes of His mercy to our 
fathers, and by still continuing to fulfil them to us, 
He has laid us under peculiar obligations to yield 
Him ample returns of gratitude and praise; obli- 
cations which we cannot disregard or forget, with- 
out incurring the guilt of ingratitade in a greater 
degree than it has ever been incurred by any other 
civil community. Of these obligations we are re- 
minded by the return of the present season of the 
year. Itis the season in which the bounteous “ Lord 
of the harvest” rewards the labors of the husband- 
man with its rich and various fruits. It isthe season 
in which New-England has long been accustomed 
to present herself with all her children before the 
throne of her Munificent Benefactor in the atti- 
tude of devout and adoring thankfulness, and to 
offer from ten thousand thousand tougues her hum- 
ble tribute of praise and thanksgiving. 

Animated by the spirit and sharing in al} the 
prosperity of her elder sister States, this State has 
not failed to imitate their laudable ex: ple by 
uniting with them in offering their anr.:i sacri- 
fice ; and it cannot but be considered as ‘..zhly de-. 
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sirable, that a custom so reasonable in itself, and 
associated with so many pleasing and sacred fec- 
ollections, should be perpetuated among us, and 


that the time may never arrive when the people of 


these states shall cease to hear, and cheerfully 
comply with, the voice of their civil Fathers call 
ing them at each return of this season to enter 
God’s “gates with thanksgiving and His courts 
with praise.” ; 

I have, therefore, thought fit to appoint, and 
with the advice of the Council, do hereby appoint 
THURSDAY, THE TWENTY-FOURTH DAY OF 
NOVEMBER next, to be observed by the in- 
habitants of this State, as a Day or Pus.ic 
Praise AND THANKSGIVING. 

And they are requested to assemble on that 
day, in their several places of religious worslnp, 
and to unite as one man in offering unto God 
those thankful acknowledgments which His good- 
ness demands, and in causing “one sound to be 
heard in blessing and praising the L.ord, saying, 
for He is good, for his mercy endureth forever.” 
For all the natural and moral perfections, which 
compose His character ; for His greatness whicl 
is infinite; for His power which is almighty ; for 
His wisdom which is unerring; for His holiness 
which is unspotted; for His goodness which is 
unbounded ; for His truth and faithfulness, which 
never fail; and for His tender mercy, which is 
over all His works, Jet us praise Him “ who-alone 
is worthy to be praised,” and “ give unto Him the 
glory which is due to his name.” And while we 
praise Him for all his infinite and adorable per- 
fections, let us “render Him our most hearty 
thanks” for the rich and manifold blessings which 
in the exercise of those perfections, He has be. 
stowed on us, and on others with whom we are 
connected. For the mercies worthy to be had in 
everlasting remembrance, which He shewed unto 
our Fathers, when “ He cast ont the heathen be- 
fore them and planted them ;” for the protecting 
and bountiful hand which He has ever since 
extended over their descendants: for His kind 
care of this state fiom the commencement of its 


political existence; for the abundant supply of 


the fruits of the earth, with which he has crown 
ed the present year; for the success which has 
attended our commerce, manufactures, and fishe- 
ries; for our preservation from those desolating 
judgments: which we have merited; for the con. 
tinued enjoyment of our inestimable privileges, 
civil, literary, and religions; and above all, for 
the “ unspeakable gift” of His Son, for the bless- 
ings of salvation through Him, and for the sue- 
cessful exertions which are made to communi- 
cate these blessings to our destitute countrymen 
and fellow-creatures, let us with sincere and most 
fervent gratitude present our thankful acknow- 
ledgements tothe Great Giver of every good and 
perfect gift, to whose unmerited, overflowing 
kindness alone we are indebted for all these fa- 
vours. | 

Uniting confession and supplication with ou: 
thanksgiving, let us humbly acknowledge, and be- 
seech Him for the sake of His Son, to forgive our 
past ingratitude, and our abuse of His mercies ; 
to preserve us from those sins which would prove 
our thanks to be insincere, and render them unac- 
ceptable in His sight ; to watch over the interests 
of this state and of all its inhabitants ;.to preserve 
the union, peace, and prosperity of these United 


, 
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States; to bless their Chief Magistrate, and to 
guide all who are entrusted with the administra- 
tion of. the National Government; to render the 
influence of His holy religion more efficacious 
and extensive ; to crown with success every effort 
which is made for the promotion of this object, 
and to fulfil those gracious promises and piedic- 
tions, the fulfilment of which will cause the reign 
of the Prince of Peace to become co-extensive 
with the earth, banish from our world the evils by 
which its inhabitants have been so long enslaved 
and oppressed, and “ make its wilderness to be- 
come as Edeu, and its deserts as the garden of 
God.” 


ORIGIN OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING. 

There is a tradition that in the planting of New 
England, the first settlers met with many diffieul- 
ties and hardships, as is generally the case when 
a civilized people attempt establishing themse ves 
in a wildesness country. Being men of piety, they 
sought relief from Heaven, by laying thei wants 
and distresses before the Lord in frequent set days 
of fasting and prayer. Constant meditation and 
discourse on their difficulties kept their minds 
gloomy and discontented; and, like the childrea 
of Israel, they were many times disposed to return 
fothat Egypt, which persecution had induced them 
to abandon. Ai length, when i was proposed in 
one of their assemblies to proclaim a fist, a farmer, 
of plain sense, rose, and reinarked, that the incon- 
veniences they suffered, and coucerning which 
they had so often wearied Heaven with their com- 
plaints, were vot so great as they might have ex- 
pected ; and were diminishing every day as the 
colony strengthened ; that the earth began to re- 
ward their toil, and to furnish Wberally for their 
subsistence; that the seas and rivers were full of 
fish, the air sweet, the climate healthy, and above 
all, that they were in the fall ewjoyment of their 
civil and religious liberty; he, therefore, thought, 
that reflecting and-conversing on these subjects 
would be more comfortable, as tending more to 
inake them contented with their situation; and 
that it would be more becoming the gratitude they 
owed tothe Divine Being, if instead of a fast, they 
should appoint a thanksgiving. His advice was 
taken, and from that day to this, they have, in ev- 
ery yeat, observed circumstances of public felicity 
sufficient to furnish cause for a thanksgiving day ; 
which is, therefore, constantly ordered, and reli- 
giously observed. Dr. B. FrRankuin. 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Synod of North Carolina commenced its 
annual session at Greensborough, Guilford Co. on 
the 5th ult. and closed on the 8th. 

The session was rendered peculiarly interesting, 
by the presence of a delegation from the Hanover 
Presbytery of Virginia, Dr. Rice, Rev. Mr, Pax- 
ton, and the Rev. Mr. Taylor. The object of this 
nussion was to lay before the Synod the origin, 
progress and design of the Theological Seminary 
in Virginia, to obtain the approbation and con- 
currence of this body; and to establish a corres- 
pondence and mutual understanding, with regard 
to its important objects. 

The sacrament of the Lord's supper was admin- 
istered on Sunday. “The concourse of people 
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on this occasion, says the Western Carolinian, was 
unusually great. It was thought by good judges, 
that more than 200 people were present. No lan- 
guage can do justice to the sermon preached by 
D>. Lice on this occasion, or to his admirable ad- 
dress to the coloured communicants. The pro- 
found silence, oceasionally interrupted by convul- 
sive sobs: the riveted attention of the audience ; 
the streaming tears and anxious looks, best pro- 
claimed its excellence. It, no doubt, was an occa 
sion long to be remembered—an occasion to be 


rercinbered throughout the longliving annals of 


eternity. Many, we do believe, will remember 
this day, as the happy wra which broke asunder 
the chains that bound them down toa guilty world. 


----s~- 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGESCER. 


ORDINATION. 


Communicated by order of the Presbytery of Grand River, 
Ohio. 

Sept. 22d, 1825.— Ordained, at Bristol, Ohio, to 
the work of the Christian ministry, the Rev. Dan 
tel Miller, and bustatled over that people as his pe- 
culiar charge. ‘The latroductory Prayer was offered 
by the Rev. ET. Woodiull; the Rev. Harvy Coe 
preached the Sermon; the Rev. Giles H. Cow les, 
D. D. mace the Ordaining Prayer; the Rev. Na- 
than B. Derrow gave the Charge ; the Rev. Perry 
Pratt expressed the Fellowship of the Churches ; 
the Rev. Jonathan Leslie made the Address to 
the people, and the Rev. Joseph Badger made the 
Conchiding Prayer. The order, solemnity, and 
propriety observed on the oeca-ion, very inuch re 
seribied what is observable on situiler orcasions, 
in the New-England States, the land of our fa 
thers’ sepulcines: 

INSTA ALL ATION. 

p25.-—-The Rev. Joseph Badger, 
as Pastor over the Church and peo 
ple, in Gustavus, OQnio. A‘ter having as a mis- 
sionary and an Evangelist traversed the wilds of 
this western wi ‘de rness, through the period of 25 
years, this venerable servant of Chirist to the 69th 
year of lis eee, is settled wih the pleasing pros 
pect before bim, that his last days will be the most 
peaceful and happy of bis laboriony Tite. 

At his installation, the Rev. Harvy Coe offered 
the introductory prayer; the Rev. Giles H. 
Cowles, D. D. preached the sermon; the Rev. Na 
than B. Derrow mace the installing praver; the 


Oct. 20th. 


was stalled 


Rev. Ephraim T. Woodruff gave tie addiess to! 
Deirow gave the right hand of | 


the Pastor; Mr. 
fellowship ; the Rev. Daviel Miller made the Ad 
diess to the people; aid Mr. Woodrulf made the 
concluding prayer. 


MONTHLY CONCERT IN BOSTON. 

The only statements made at the Monthly Con- 
cert on last Monday evening, were by the Corres- 
ponding Seerctary of the Board of Foreign Miss- 
ions; who satd he had some cifficulty in selecting 
matter, so abundant was the interesting intelligence 
which had come to the Missiowary Rooins daring 
the past mouth. In making our report of his 


statements, we shall pass lightly over those articles 
of intelligence, which were received too late to be 
noticed in the Missionary Herald for the present 
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month, since we would not unduly anticipate that 
useful work. 

Ceylon.—The animating effusion of the Holy 
Spirit, which, in the early part of 1824, blessed 
all the stations of the American mission in Ceylon 
with an extensive Revival of Religion, has been 
desciibed on our pages. That revival declined 
gradually, after near 80 persons from among the 
heathen had become the hopeful subjects of re- 
newing erace, Still, the missionaries were led to 
entertain strong hopes of another gracious visita- 
tion. Nor were their hopes disappointed. About 
the middle of October, in the same year, many of 
the native members of the church were unusually 
excited to prayer and activity, in behalf of their 
unconverted acquaintance. The graces of some, 
which had seemed to languish, were revived ; and 
the missionaries were much encournged to multi- 
ply their efforts. In short the mission was blessed 
with a second effusion of the Holy Spirit. The 
spectal seriousness, as inthe former revival, exten- 
ded to all the stations. The greatest part of the 


embers of the Charity Boarding Schools, seve- 


ral assistants iu the missionary families, and seve- 
ral schoolmasters, were moie or less affected by 
divine trath; and a number indulged a hope of 
pardon through the Lord Jesus; among whom 
were several, whose influe: ce, should they eontin- 
ue stedfast, will be great on the side of truth and 
piety. 

Iu January of the present year, the first fruits 
of the fornwer revival, in nun-ber forty-one, were 
achuitted to the visible Church of Christ. To in- 
duce the people to assemble on the occasion, and 


' io accommodate those who should co:ne, a tempo- 


rary building, 100 feet by 66, was erected by the 
missionaries, In this house from twelve to fifteen 
hundred natives met on the day of the solemnities, 
which were witnessed with great apparent interest. 
The English missionaries of the neigh bou:hood 
wes there. le exercises on the occasion were 
iS follows:— la roductory address, prayer, and 
stiaing—prayer and sermon—address to the can- 
dictates ou the s: thje ct of baptisin and prayer—bap- 
tistn of the candidates, a ceremony which is said to 
have been peculiarly interesting — prayer after the 
baptisins—reading the articles and covenant of the 
chosh—baptism of the children—ad.tress to the 
persons received inte the church—administration 
of the Lord's Supper—and address to the audi- 
ence 

Eighty sic persons commemorated the love of 
Civist at his table; seventy-lhree of whom were 
natives, 

After these services, the question was put to the 
andience, * Who among you are sincerely desirous 
of becoming Chiistians, and are determined ear- 
nestly to seek the salvation of your souls?” Iin- 
mediately, more than one hundred natives, uncon- 
nected vith the chureh, aiose, thus publicly decla- 
riug their belief of the Christian religion, and their 
intention to become the disciples of the Lord Jesus. 

Of those admitted to the church, the case of 
Timothy Dwight was described as peculiarly pro- 
inising. 

The number of children in the mission schools 
established by the Americas missionaries, was, in 
February last, more than 2,600. Two hundred 
and fifty-five of these were girls ; a faet, which the 
Secretary said was worthy of grateful notice, as, 
but six vears ago, it was with difficulty that the 
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missionaries could procrre so small a number as 
ten females for instiuction; so strong were the 
native prejudices against female education. 

The importance of the contemplated Mission 
College in Ceylon is very great; and a liberal pat- 
ronage is earnesity requested by the missionaries, 
in order that, among the pious and promising 
youths, there may be many qualified to act as Na- 
tive Preachers. 

The letter of the missionaries from which this 
intelligence was drawn, is published in the Missiou- 
ary Herald for the present mouth. 


Cherokees.—At Candy’s Creek, the latest mi-s- 
jonary station formed among the Cherokee Lndi 
ans, a church bas recently been organized, and 
five Cherokees admiited. Once of these is a very 
aged woman, who gives much evidence of piety. 


Sandwich Islands.—Tke notices of this mission 
were scarcely less interesting than any that have 
been received in past times, and were five mouths 
and a half later than the Jatest intelligence hitherto 
published. For the reason mentioned at the on 
set, we only say now, that the news of the king’s 
death occasioned no other effect at the Islands 
than deep serrow, and that the subst quent prospe- 
rity of the mission dias been greater than ever be- 
fore. 

Mr. Evarts gave it as the opinion of a very in- 
telligent and pious gentieman, whom he had late- 
ly seen, and who had speut thirty-two years in 
India, and had sustained important offices both 
military and civil, in that country, that supersti- 
tion and idolatry in India, would ultimately fall 
before the influence of Christianity: and that it 
would fall in Southern India within no very long 
period. 

Tris gentleman had been personally acquainted 
with Swargrz, and said that no man in India, 
black or white, priuce or subject. had more influ- 
ence than that missionary. Lie had seen 500 
Brahmins assume the customary attitnde of solemn 
veneration when addressed by Swartz. During 
the bloody wars between Hyder Ally and the En- 
glish, Swartz was permitted to go any where, 
without molestation from either party ; and when 
once he expressed his apprehensions to Hyder, 
that ins soldiers not knowing him, might one day 
do him harm, that Emperor gave him a passport, 
signed with his own hand, permitting him to go 
avy where in his territories, for he was a holy man, 
and would not abuse this liberty. 

The gentleman further remarked, that in Cal- 
cutta every respectable mau professed a friend- 
ship for missionary operations, from a convicticr 
of their utility; and that of late vears, a great and 
most favourable change in this respect had occur- 
red at Madras; and moreover, that in consequeuce 
of missionary influence, tive piety has mace asto- 
nishing advances among the Europeans in that 
country. 

In conclusion, Mr. Evarts stated, as has been 
usual on the first Monday in November, (that be- 
ing the anniversary of the institution of this meet- 
ing) how much had been contributed at this Con- 
cert during the past year. The sum was eight 
hundred «:.d forty-one dollars, sixty seven cents ; 
making the whole contributed at the Concert in 
Park-street Church curing the last seven years, 
$5,341 67; a yearly average of more than 760 


? : 
doliars. This, however, had formed but a small 
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portion of what had been given by those who at- 
tend the Concert, for the support of missions to 
the heathen ; not to mention their numerous other 


charities.—Rec. & Tel. 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 


Messrs. Epirors.—Such have been the offers 
for emigrating to Liberia since iny first notice in 
your journal, that lam now prepared to develope 
another part of my plan. Itis to receive from 
their parents or guardians, several youth for the 
following professions: 

The Sacred Ministry ;—the Profession of Med- 
icine 3; —The Printing Business ;—the Mercantile 
Profession ;—the Carpenter and Joiner’s Tirade ; 
—the Blacksmith’s Business ;—the Mason's Busi- 
ness ;—the Mill wright’s Business, and the Hat- 
ters Trade. 

‘There are more reasons in support of this meas- 
ure than LT have time to enumerate. The Colony 
is already in a most flourishing state. The Uni- 
ied States Government ave building a town fus 
re-capiured Africans, for their resent Agents, 
and tur the accommodation of those American 
Se.unen who capture and bring slave ships into 
the portof Liberia, The Colonists are erecting 
two other towns for themselves and for American 
emigrants. New towns must constantly spring 
up in the interior of the Territory, as it is design- 
ed to give the whole the order of an agricultural 
coumunity. The natives al-o, viewing with as- 
touishimeat the superiority of the Colonists’ mode 
of life over their own and that of the slave-dealers, 
are importunate to have the mechanic arts, and 
the incipient principles of science, and religion 
intioduced among them. Does not all ibis calt 
for the exercise of every insportant profession in 
life. 

The Colony, moreover, affords the best school 
for people of colour to acquire these professions. 
Almost every shop and store and office and high 
school in America is shut against their youth—- 
Besides, a knowledge of the peculiar eirciuistan 
ces of ihe Colony is indispensable, before they cau 
act weil thetr parts in any of these callings. It is 
a knowledge that can be acquived only on the spot. 
They would become also more easily acclimated 
when young, live ionger in the field, possess stiong- 
er attachments to the place and people, awaken 
in their behalf a deeper sympathy and confidence, 
and thus have an incalculable advantace over those 
who grow up in foreign lands, and come in among 
them as foreiguers, iu dictate in matters of which 
they are tna greal measure ignorant. 

Let then all teachers of Afiican Schools, Saci- 
eties for African improvement, and the benevo- 
lent generally, bring forward suitable youth to car 
ry this plan into complete effect. ‘They doubtless 
may be found in safficient numbers, to hail with 
rapture this new demand for the excrcise of thei 
higher powers. Their parents surely will not of 
ject to the brightest of their sons going forth where 
they may becoine—not shoe blacks and slaves for 
the proud and scornful—but influential freemen, 
occupying all the honourable stations among a 
people prospered of Ged. 

For what has the Providence of God of late 
raised uv for them so many schools and teachers ¢ 
Why has God biessed these instructions so much 





to their menta! and mora! improvement 2? Hashe 
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not also prepared a place, in the meantime, cor- 
responding with their intellectual elevation. I 
feel assured that there will be no difficulty in an- 
swering these questions, nor in performing the 
duty they suggest, by such as have watched, from 
week to week, the opening of African intellect, 
but sighed over the possessors of such endowments, 
when they remember to what a menial service 
they were doomed. 

Communications as usual addressed to me at 
Boston to the care of Dea. J. C. Proctor. 

H. SESSIONS. 
Agent of the Am. Colonization Society. 
November 3, 1825. 


RELIGIOUS DISSIPATION. 


Dr. Miller, of the Princeton Theological Seminary, in 
a truly excellent sermon upon “ the difficulties and temp- 
tations attending the preaching of the Gospel in large ci- 
ties,” among other causes of these peculiar difficulties, 
reckons “the love of variety and fondness for religious 
dissipation,” which abies sags to the greatest ex- 


tent in populous towns. is remarks in the following 


extract, are applicable to more than one city —Col. Star. 


“ There is also a tendency in large towns, where 
public exercises of religion abound, and where 
some churches, of one denomination or other, are 
aluwnost always open; there is a tendency, among 
inany professors of religion, otherwise exemplary, 
by far too much to neglect the duties of the closet 
and uf the family, and to be almost perpetually 
engaged in attending on public services. Tama 
warm friend, not only to a punctual attendance on 
the stated services of the house of God on the Sab- 
bath, but also to an attendance on prayer meetings, 
and other similar exercises, as Providence may 
afford an opportunity in the course of the week, 
The person who has it in his power to attend such 
meetings, but las no taste init, and seldom or 
never appears at them, gives too much reason to 
fear that if he have real religion at all, itis ata 
very low ebb in his soul. Nay, I have no doubt 
that, where the principle of piety is in a lively and 
growing state, such meetings will be regarded as 
a feast, aud there will be a desire to enjoy them as 
often as is consistent with the other duties of a 
Christian life. But this desire may be, and often 
has been, indulged to excess; especially by parents 
and heads of families. Many hasten from charch 
tochurch, and from one social meeting to another, 
until every hour on the Sabbath, and every eve- 
ning in the week, are employed in public services. 
In fact, they seem to think that they serve Gud 
acceptably just in propo: tion to the number of pub- 
lic exercises on which they can attend. This re- 
ligious dissipation-—for it really appears to me to 
deserve ifo better name, is productive of multiplied 
evils. It interferes, almost entirely with that calm 
self-examination and self-converse, whiclt are so 
essential toa life of growing piety. It abridges, 
or prevents, in a most faial degree, that faithful 
instruction of children and servants, which is in- 
dispensable to training up a family in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. And it tends to 
surcharge the mind with an amount of spiritual 
provision, which is never properly digested, or 
likely to be advantageously applied. The conse- 
quence is, tit the young and rising generation, 
in such femilies, are never prepared, by adequate 
train's: at home, to bear the Gospel with profit. 
wi us" wo are more advanced in life, taking 





little or no time for meditation and reading in 
private, do not grow as they ought in Scriptural 
knowledge, and remain but babes, while they ougk+ 
to be sttong men in Christ.” 


FROM THE COLUMBIAN STAR. 
LUTHER TO MELANCTHON. 


My Dear M. 

I am strongly persuaded that your friend, the 
Rev. Mr. T. is a day-dreamer. He dreams that 
there are two kinds of holiness, one of which was 
possessed by Adam in innocence, and binding on 
all his posterity ; the other derived from Christ, 
and ‘binding only on his people. He has yet to 
learn that the same things which are required by 
the precepts of the law, are bestowed by the grace 
of the Gospel. He has not recognized the import 
of that memorable prayer of an illustrious divine— 
* Da quod jubes.” 

He dreams that Adam, in innocence, was only 
a natural man ; and therefore had not power to per- 
form spiritual duties. He has yet to iearn that 
“the natural man, who receivet! not the things of 
the Spirit of God,” is not a man possessed of the 
holy image of God, as was Adam; but of mere 
natural accomplishments, as were the wise men of 
the world, the philosophers of Greece and Rome, 
to whom the things of God were foolishness. 

He dreams that sinners are both naturally and 
morally unable to believe in Christ, because he 
conceives that the Scriptures represent them as 
both ‘unable and unwilling’? to come to him for 
life. He has yet to learn, that these two kinds of 
inability cannot consist with each other, so as both 
10 exist in the same subject and towards the same 
thing. As moral inability supposes a natural abil- 
ity, he who never in any state was possessed of the 
power of seeing, cannot be said to shut his eyes 
against the light. If the Jews had not been pos- 
sessed of natural powers equal to the knowledge of 
Clirist’s doctrine, there had been no justice in 
that cutting question and answer, “ Why do ye 
not understand my speech? Because ye cannot 
hear my word.” A total physical inability must 
of necessity, supercede a moral one. ‘To suppose, 
therefore, that the phrase “ No man can come to 
me,” is meant to describe the former; and “ye 
will not come to me that ve may have life,” the 
latter ; is to suppose that our Saviour taught what 
is self-contradictory, 

Mr. T. affirans that the unregenerate have nat- 
ural ability to obey the law. We add, ‘and saving- 
ly to believe the Gospel.’ He says no; for they 
canuot thas believe without spiritual life. We re- 
ply, they can do it as easy as they can obey the 
law without spiritual life. He says, “ nothing pre- - 
vents their obeving the law, but the want of dispo- 
sition, or a right state of mind.” We reply, the 
same obstacle, and nothing more, hinders their be- 
lief of the Gospel. He says, “they must derive 
life from Christ, before they can savingly believe.” 
We reply, and they inust derive life from Christ, 
and much more than any Lave yet derived, before 
they can perfectly obey the law. He says, that 
“faith and repentance are beyond the reach of 
our natural powers.” We reply, not further than 
hotiness, without which there is no obedience. He 
conceives that the holiness which Adam posses- 
sed, and whieh the law requires, is merely natural ; 
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that which Christ confers, spiritual. We reply, 
that if the law be natural, it is also spiritual, and 
requires spiritual obedience; for God is a spirit, 
nor can any act of worship, or other service, be ac- 
ceptable to him, unless it be done in spirit and in 
truth. ; 

He affirms, “that if the spiritual impotence 
which man has contracted by the fall, be no more 
than the want of inclination, or willingness to do 
what is spiritually good; then it is no more than 
such inability as that of a man in perfect health to 

o out of house, or that of a good scholar, to write 
when he has no inclination to do so.” But, with 
Mr. T.’s permission, we will change the simile, and 
say, “that it is no more than such inability as that 
of a man in perfect health, to go into the burning 
crater of Hecla, or Vesuvius.” This approaches 
nearer the truth, for the aversation of the unre- 
newed heart tu God, is not such as to place it al- 
most in a state of indifference to holiness or sin.— 
There is an awful prepouderancy of disposition 
and ineliuation to the latter. So great that.it can 
be vanquished only b; the influence of the word 
and Spirit of God. 

With an air of triumph, Mr. T. asks, “ What is 
gained by ascribing natural ability to man, when 
we concede it to be impossible for him ever to ex- 
ert these powers, even so far as to perform a single 
act spiritually good?” We readily grant that phy- 
sical power will of itself effect nothing, either good 
or evil. Such powers are natural endowments 
and gifts, possessing nothing in themselves to 
which we can attach either praise or blame.— 
What signifies our having sound minds and ath- 
letic bodies, when we are destitute of inclination 
or will to exertthem? What avails it that the ar- 
tilicer possesses all requisite skill, bodily strength, 
inplements, &c. when ke has an insuperable aver- 
sion to labor? Yet, if such a mechanic should per- 
chance be grappled by the relentless pangs of pen- 
ury and starvation, we at once pronounce his sut- 
ferings just. But the moment you consider him 
deprived of physical powers, by disease or misfor- 
tune, he ceases in your estimation to be a fit sub- 
ject of punishment—he then becomes an object of 
sympathy and charity. Natural or physical im- 
possibilities exclude every notion of duty. No 
government, either human or divine, requires us to 
do any act physically impossible. ‘Thatlaw which 
is spiritual, and paramount to all others, demands 
of no person to love God with wore than all his 
strength ; nor did the evangelist expect the Ethio- 
pian to believe with more than all his heart. To 
make a man without natural ability either a saint 
or a sinnner, can only be done by an arbitrary im- 
putation. But many things morally impossible 
are nevertheless duties. No just government 
makes the least allowance for the want of moral 
power ; so far from it, this is the very thing which 
all governments aim to punish. Moral inability to 
do good, is an excellent definition of sin, of crime, 
aud of all that is punishable by the civil as well as 
ihe divine code. Our views in attributing to man 
natural ability, have been most egregiously misun- 
derstood. It is done, not to render his condition 
less helpless, but more guilty ; not that we should 
be less indebted to God for saving grace, but that 
We inay better understand the momentous import 
of tliat warning voice. which speaks to all the ends 
of the earth, saying, “ LOOK, AND BE saveD.”— 
When we ascribe to him the necessary physical 
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powers, we raise hin somewhat above the irration- 
al creation, and make him an accountable being ; 
and when we urge on man the duty of repentance 
towards God, and faith in Christ, we know that 
we are not speaking to moles and bats.” 

On this plan, we readily perceive that such du- 
ties are properly and fitly required of him; the 
guilt, pollution, and aversation of his heart, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. If his impotency be 
seated in the mind, as well as in the heart, the for- 
mer is superinduced by the latter ; and, therefore, 
instead of mitigating, rather aggravates his guilt. 
The saint and the siuner have the same faculties, 
but not the same qualities. Grace has made them 
to differ. Without these faculties they are not the 
subjects of any government, either human or di- 
vine. With them, no matter how wicked and cor- 
rupt, they are amenable to law; and the more vile 
their propensities, the greater the necessity for law. 
On this plan, we perceive the order, the excellency, 
the harmony, aud glory of the economy of redemp- 
tion; on the other, there are unwieldy difficulties. 
This simplifies and makes plein, the scope of 
ministerial ‘duty ; the other perplexes and mis- 
guides. 

I fear, my dear M. that your friend, the Rev. 
Mr. T. labors in fields where God has said, ‘it 
shall not rain.’ Should he prove a successful 
minister, | shall be agreeably disappointed, Ot 
you I hope better things. Keep ever before you, 
the difference between the blindness of Bartimeus, 
who ardently desired that he might receive bis 
sight, and that of the unbelieving Jews, who closed 
their eyes lest they should see, and be converted, 
and healed ; between the poor man, who has the 
heart but not the means to help the .wnfortunate 
beggar, and the rich miser, who-has the means, 
but not tae heart to help. Adieu. 
be _________ EEE 
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Diro,—In this city, on the 8th inst. Mr. Ebeneze: 
Daggett, aged 35. 

On board the schooner Harmony, of this port, on the 
29th Sept. George Dunn, aged 17, a native of this town. 

Al Hastford, Mr, Barna Collins, 52. 

At Middietown, Mr. Timothy Winship, 27, son of M: 
Samuel Winship ; at Upper Houses, Mes. Harris, 32, 
wife of Mr. Benjamin Harris; Mrs. Mary Smith, wife ot 
Cant. Luther Smith, 42. 

At Farmington, Mr. Gurdon Wadsworth, 52. 

At Colchester, Mrs. Anna Bigelow, wite of Mr. James 
Bigelow, 61. 

At Waterbury, on the 3d inst. Col. Marcus Bronson, 
aged 30, son of Capt. Joseph Bronson. He was a gen- 
tleman much esteemed, and his death ts deeply lamenied. 

At Li-boa, on the 29.h ult. much lamented, Mr. Barna- 
bas Huntington, only son of Deacon Barnabas’ Hunting- 
ton, aged 25 sears. 

At Mount Zion, Georgia, Isanc M. Wales, Esq. 
formerly editor of the newspaper im that place, aged JO, 
He was a native of this state, and graduated at Yale-Col- 
lege ia 1795. 

At Northampton, Mass. Jonathan Il. Lyaan, Esq 
Counsellor at Law, aged 42. 

At Saybrook, on the Sti inst. Mr. William Griffin, ag- 
ed 23. 

Ay New-York, Maria Seabury, youngest daughter ot 
the late Rev. Samuci Seabury), Bishop of Connecticut 
and Rhode-Island. : 

At Brauford Springs, S.C. Mrs. Elizabeth Baldwin 
35, wife of Capt. Daniel Baldwin, of Siateburg, 5. C. tos 
merly of New-Haven. 

At Bridgeport, on the 25th ult. Mr. Samue! Burr, 65, 
formerly Surveyor and lospector of that port. — 

At Darhamw, Edward, sou of Me: Charles Thompson, 
aged 8. 
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FROM THE FAMILY VISITOR. 


“THE INFANT'S GRAVE. 


se 


«" For we do not sorrow as those who are without hope.”’ 


I marked when the lonely mourner strayed 
By the shade of the waving willow, 

Where the blighted hope of her beart was laid 
With the verdant sod for its pillow. 


I marked when the Cypress bough she wreathed 
To hang o'er its lowly dwelling, 

That her quivering lip in silence breathed 
Tire sigh that her bosom was swelling. 


ButI heard not the bitter wail of grief 
As when sorrow the heart is rending ; 

For she knew where the wretched find relief, 
And in prayer she was meekly beading. 


1 heard her in murmured accents breathe 
Hier hope of a blissful meeting : 
When the just shall from kindred saints receive 
Iu Heaven a joyful greeting. 


I knew by the beam of her tearful eye 
As its tervor was slowly kindied, 

That the light of faith in her soul was hich, 
And its joy with hes grief was mingled. 


I saw her as calmly she tarned away 
From the spot where her babe was sleeping ; 
Aud knew that she thought of the promised day 
When the muurner shall rest from weeping. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


EPITAPH ON A YOUNG LADY. 


— -——— 


Fair and belov'd, farewell! We must not mourn 
‘Phy prospereus passage toa blissful shore, ° 
Though fondest hopes lie buried ia thy urn, 
Aud flowers are crush'd to bloom on earth no more : 
Faith's shield was thine amid the latest strife, 
And Mercy crown 'd thee at the gate of life. 
H. 
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INFLUENCE OF THE GOSPEL IN IR LAND. 
E Cc , about thirteen years of age, who was 
mideated at D. school, departed this bf» lately ina weil- 
grounded hope, enjoying consolation in the prospect of 
eternity. Her neighbors remonstated with hera few 
days before she died, oa the necessity of sending for 
priest to give her the rights of the chureh : she told them, 
that ifa man could be of any service to her soul, thet Chrisi 
had died ia vain! Notwithstanding, the priest came, 
(though unsent for,) to visit her. Ele asked her it she 
wished to be anointed? She answered with a wisdom 
far above her.vears, that she wonld not trouble him fi 
any ceremony of his, that her Priest was plied om hirh, in 
whom she trusted, who is the way, the truth, and the life 
*“ Where did you get that kuowledge 7?” asked the priest 
“Lam indebted,” she replied, “tw the Baptist Society, 
Mr. Wilson, and the fadies, for the instraction | have re- 
ceived; may the Lord reward them for wirat they have 
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done for me ! 
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THE EVENING SCHOOL. 


On Sunday, (says an Irish report,) the ground was 
deeply covered with snow, yet, just at daylight, 105 young 
people were assembied in the school-room at Dungiven ; 
a great many of these had come more than two miles in 
the moonlight, and several of them were without shoes 
It has also been mentioned in reports from several dis- 
tricts Ju the north, that it is the custom of the Sunday 
school children, when of sufficient age to go to service, in- 
stead of making this av excuse for leaviny school, to stip- 
ulate on being hired, that they may have Sun lay to them- 
selves, iv order that they may atteud the Sunday Schoo! 


ANNIVERSARY AT COVENTRY. 

The Annual meeting of the children on Easter Mon- 
day, was aday, (with us) long to be remembered. Never 
was such a scene witnessed before in Coventry. The 
children assembled in Gosford-green, where they were 
formed into a circle, and sung a bymn. ‘They then pro- 
ceeded to Viear-lane chapel, amidst a large concourse of 
people. The streets through which we passed were liter- 
ally crowded, the windows were fijled with spectators, 
public houses were emptied, and even cock-fighters for a 
moment forgot their barbarous sport and mixed with the 
assembled throng. 

One of these men, after witnessing the children pass, 
returned into the tavern, which was filled with similar 
characters, and remarking that he had just witnessed a 
heavenly sight, that the teachers must be hiest in their la- 
bors—sat dewn, and burst into tears. Whocan tell what 
influence these softened feelings may have upon his char- 
acter? Yet it has been called a useless show, a vain pa- 
rade. From this circumstance you may judge what im- 
pressions were produced on that occasion. So intense an 
mterest was excited, that it was with difficulty we could 
get the children into the chapel. 


RELIGION. 

Religion can never be overthrown. I wonder that Infi- 
dels, as mere philosophers, did not see the hopeless task 
in which they were engaged. So long as man is misera- 
ble, so long as he is guilty, and so long as there is a suspi- 
civn in his miod that his misery is the result of his guilt, 
so jong religion must stand. It is vain to reason here, the 
mind is borne 2 way by a torrent of sensation. ‘The efforts 
of infidels to disprove revelation, and the efforts of stoics 
to deny the existence of pain are very similar. Nature 
rebels atevery step they take.— Chr. Spec. 

HOW CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO SPFAK OF THEMSELVES 
AND OTHERS. 

Matthew slightly records his own conversion, and in 
modest terms, “ he arose and followed Jesus ;" but Luke 
zenevously adds, (chap. v_) © he eft all and followed him.’ 
| Matthew aud Levi are the same person. 

Luke relaies only the hospitatiny of Matthew ; and Mat- 
thew desertbes only the sinners which made up his socie- 
iy, previous to his conversion. 

The sout that bas heard and obeyed the Saviour’s call, 
will pot speak lightly of its own sin, nor delight in dwel- 
ling apon the sivs of others. 


ANECDOTE. 

A voung girl, was presented to James [. as an Englisit 
orodigy, because she was deepty learned. The person 
who tntroduced her, boasted uf her proficiency in ancient 
languages, *T can assure vour majesty,’ said he, ‘ that: 
she can both speak and witte Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.’ 
‘These are rave attainments for a damsel,’ said James; 
ber oray tell me ena she spin ?” 
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